The Reign of Terror
When James was nearing the end of his regal career he
applied in his trouble to Alderman Kyffin for money, and the
old man told him he was incapable of doing any service to
His Majesty, and reminded the King with tears in his eyes that
the death of his grandsons had given a wound to his heart
" which is still bleeding and will never close but in the grave."
When Jeffreys was unable to obtain a conviction for any-
thing more serious than the misdemeanour of uttering
seditious words or some such minor offence, he rejoiced in
ordering the prisoners to be severely whipped on continuous
dates and at various places. He suffered, lite many crude
natures endowed with supreme power, from a lust or delight
in torture. James is credited by Macaulay and other writers
with a similar propensity, and when, as Duke of York, he sat
on the Scots Privy Council and prisoners were put to the
torture of the boot " he not only came to Council when the
torture was to be inflicted, but watched the agonies of the
sufferers with that sort of interest and complacency with
which men observe a curious experiment in science." The
psychological enjoyment of the pain and suffering of others
is not at all uncommon, and naturally displays itself in persons
of selfish and cruel natures who are placed in positions where
they can work their will unrestrained by popular disapproval
of their indecent conduct. The whole story of the Bloody
Assize is only comprehensible when you take into account
the unpleasant psychological tendencies of both James IL
and George Jeffreys.
There was a woman who kept an alehouse and brewed
her own drink and told the Excise officers that " she would
pay no more excise till the Duke of Monmouth was King
of England," for which crime she was sentenced to be
whipped through all the market towns in Dorsetshire ; and
that was begun at Dorset and continued at Lyme, but when
Jeffreys left the county it was discreetly discontinued.
The case of poor little William Wiseman was even worse.
He was a barber's boy at Weymouth, of fourteen or fifteen,
245